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their co-operation. Any eruption of violence on the part of the people
even under provocation would end in disaster. Whether, therefore,
it is I or anyone else who is arrested during the campaign, the first
condition of success is that there must be no resentment shown
against it. We cannot imperil the very existence of a Government
and quarrel with its attempt to save itself by punishing those who
place it in danger."
On July 28 Gandhi announced that non-co-operation would be
inaugurated on August i. As a preparatory measure he instructed
that a day of fasting and prayer be observed the day before. He
appealed to young men not to regard fasting and prayer with scepti-
cism or distrust: "The greatest teachers of the world have derived
extraordinary powers for the good of humanity and attained clarity
of vision through fasting and prayer. Much of this discipline runs to
waste, because instead of being a matter of the heart, it is often
resorted to for stage effect. I would, therefore, warn the bodies of this
movement against any such suicidal manoeuvring. Let them have a
living faith in what they urge or let them drop it. We are now begin-
ning to attract millions of our countrymen. We shall deserve their
curses if we consciously lead them astray. Whether Hindus or
Muslims, we have all got the religious spirit in us. Let it not be
undermined by our playing at religion."
Gandhi gave a clarion call to the nation on July 28 : "It is hardly
likely that before the ist August there will be on the part of His
Majesty's ministers promise of a revision of the peace terms and the
consequent suspension of the inauguration of non-co-operation. The
i st of August next will be as important an event in the history of
India as was the 6th of April last year. The 6th of April marked the
beginning of the end of the Rowlatt Act. No one can consider that
the Rowlatt Act can live in the face of the agitation that has
only been suspended—never given up. It must be clear to anyone
that the power that wrests justice from an unwilling Government
in the matter of the Punjab and the Khilafat will be the power
that will secure repeal of the Rowlatt Act. And that power is the
power of satyagraha, whether it is known by the name of civil
disobedience or non-co-operation.
"Many people dread the advent of non-co-operation, because of
the events of last year. They fear madness from the mob and conse-
quent repetition of last year's reprisals almost unsurpassed in their

